OF ami 
| AT THE by jr 1 


THE 
Fourteenth day of Offober, 1683: 


md HE Poll for EleQtion of Mayor: for-the 1 


Adjournments from Michaelmes:day tothe ſecond of Ot 
min Leech Brick-layer, . being a Free-man and Livety-mian of the City 
London, came to Guild-Hallto Poll, wherein in Diſcourſe 


year enſuing being continued by 
Car, oe Bj, 
he was Charged. 


to have ſaid to this Effect; Thar Sir William Prichard ſhould never be Lord 


piers: 46- any Conſtable or other legal 


unleſs he came in by Stealth, 4s North and Rich were, Sheriffs 3 for which he was 
Officer, carried before Sir Fohn Moor Lord Mayor, 
before whom he owned the Words, or Words to that effet; y 


whereupon he was by the 


Lord Mayor Committed immediately to the Comprer, from whence he was Bailed next day, 


giving his Recognizance, with Sureties, to a 
- Seffians of the Peace being Adjourned to 


Bill of Indictment preferred and found againſt the faid Mr. Zeech, the 


followeth, ( viz.) 


London. fl. FUratores pro Dimino Rege, 

Ya Sacramentium ſum pre- 
ſentant,quod Benjaminus Leech nuper de Lon- 
don, Bricklayer, exiſt ens perſona mals & per- 
verſe diſpoſitionis, ſecundo die Octobris, 
Arno Regm domini noftri Caroli ſecundi, Dei 
gratia Angliz, Scotize, Franciz, & Hiber- 
niz Regis fides Defenſoris, QC. triceſſimo 
quarto; machinans, & falſe & maligioſe in- 
tendens Pacem difts Domins Regis infra G 
vitatem London. inquietare & perturbare, ac 
diverſas Differentias © Diſſentionts inter 


Cives Civitatis. predifte, & altos Legeos & | 
Subditos tifti Domins Regis infra hoc Reg-| 


ing t 


at the next Sefſions at Guild-Fall; which 
13th of Of ober to — there was a 
enor of which 


London. fſ, Ti Jurots for our Lord the 


King, . upon their Oaths do 
preſent, that Benjamen Leech late- #7 gore 


Brick-layer, being. a Perſon of an evil and 
perverſe diſpoſition, the ſecond day of Oo- 
ber, in the thirty fourth Year of the Reign 
of our Lord Charles the Second, by the 
Grace of God of England, Scattand, France, 
and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
deviſing,- and falſly and maliciouſly intend- 
Peace of our ſaid Lord the King 
within the City of Londen to diſquier and 
diſturb, and divers differences and diffenti- 
ons amongſt the Citizens of che City afore- 
ſaid, and other the Liege People and Sub- 
jets of our faid Lord the King within this 


King- 


* 00 


(2) 


Kingdom of England, of and concerning 
the Election of a Maior and Sheriffs of the 
City aforeſaid, and County of  Middte- 
ſex, to ſtir up, move and procure; and 
one Sir Wifam Prichard Knight, then , 
and yet one* of tha Aldermen bf the City 
aforeſaid, then in Eletion of Maiop' of the 
City aforeſaid,” being for one ya then, and 


yet to come; and alſo one Ngd!ey forth 


Eſquire, altd one Peter Rich Eiquire, which 
Dudley North and' Peter Rich lately before 
that time, in a due and lawful manner, ac-; 
cording to the ancient Priviledges and.Cu- 
ſtoms of the _ IF _ —— 
and Swar ritis' of 'th& City. 'of Zoya 
and Cour] * -Midateſex ; wn the Etecti-' 
on of the aforeſaid Sheriffs by the Citi- 
zens of the Ciry aforeſaid made, int9;the.. 
reateſt hatred contempt and {candal* to* 
bing. the aforeſaid Benjamin Leech afcer- 
wards, that is p- fayy the laid-{econg day 
of Ofober, in the Year _ aid, ar \Lon- 
don, viz. in the Pgriſh,of St. Wichaef Baſt: 
fiſbaw, in the W "Baſſiſhaw Loneon 
aforeſaid, in the Guild-Hall of the City 
aforeſaid, there his aforeſaid Contrivances. 
and Intentions the better ro perform, ha-- 
ving Diſcourſe with one Thomas Smyth in' 


EW: \ 


 Guild-Hall aforeſaid, then and there fal(ly, | 


unlawfully, unjuſly and-rlaligioufly:did fays* 
relate, and in the hearing of divers the 
Liege Toru and Subjects of our faid Lord 
the King, Citizens bfi!the®( ' aforefald;: 
ubliſh,-That Prichard ("the 'aforsſaid-Sir- 
illiam Prichard Knight, - medhing*) ſhould 


not be-Lord Maior, ({Lbrdi'Maior of the 


City. - aforeſaid meaning”) unileſs' he would: 
be Lotd'-Maior ___ ſtealth, - 
as: the Sheriffs ( the afore 7 -Dudley North ( 
and + Peres. Rich, Sherills of -the City and 
County aforefaid, ry were Sheriffs 
of the Ciry and ty-aforeſaid :*' To the 
reat diſturbance of the+-Peace of out aid 
rd. the King, to:the great difparagement- 
of the Governours and Government of the 
City aforeſaid, and alſo the Scandal, Dil- 
paragemetit-and' Defamarion of the afore- 
faid Sir- [#/slliam' Prichard, and the afore- 
faid Dudley: North and Peter” Rith, in dae 
manner: Eleced': Sheriffs of - the Ciry and 
County aforetaid;> to the evil; example” of 
all others in the like 'Cafe- offending, and 
againſt the-i;Peace of our -faid  Lord-'the 
King that now is, his Grown -and Digni- 


ty, &c. 


num Angliz , de & eoncernens Eleftione 
Matzoris Civitatis predifte, & Vicecomitum 
Ciovitatis predifte & Comitatus Middleſex, 
ſuſcitare, movere, & procurare;, & quendam 
Willielmam Prichard 2% adtunc, & 
adbuc unum Aldermanutrum 
difte, &\, —_— in Elettione yu 
Civigattr predifte, exiſtens pro ufs 
ws 54 as venturo ; + quoſdam Dad- 
ley- North Armigerum, & Perrum Rich Ar- 
migerum, qui quidem Dudley North & Pe- 
txus Rich 2uper pro antea debito legitimo 
—_— antiquas Privilegias & Con- 
ſuetuaines Civitatis predifte, elefti & jura- 
tt fuerunt 'Vitecomites Ciditgtis Londan &- 
Coniitatus Middleſex 3 & Elettiontm prefat. 
Vicecomtum per Cives Civitatis predifte, 
\fattam in maximum odium, contemptum, & 
ſcandalum, inferre ipſe preditus Benjaminus 
Leech poſtea, ſciliget difto ſecundo die 
-Qctobris Arms ſupradifiog-qpud London, 
delicerg in Parochia ſift: Michaelis Bal- 
fiſhaw; iz Wards de Baſſiſkaw, London. 
predift. 17 *Guild-Hall Civitatis predifte, 
ibidem ad predift. Machinationes & intentio- 
| nes ſuas melius perficiend. habens Colloquium 
:cam quodam Thoma Smyth in Guild-Hall 
preditta, adrunc & ibidem falſo, illicite, in- 
uſte & malicioſe aixit, petulit, & in an- 
Paits--dubrſob hon- Legeorum & Subaditorum 
difts Domini Regis, Civium Civitatis pre- 
difte, publicavit, . Quod Prichard ( prefatum 
w 


Willielmnm Prichard 24Bretr;- 

on foret Dominus Maior,' ( Domingy 
Croitatis predifte innuendo.) niſs fo 
minus Mavor' illicite, & per furthm, An- 
glice by Stealth, prout Vicecomites Frefa- 
ram Dudley North & Petrum Rich, #:c#- 
Comites Civitatis prediftte* & Comitatus'pre- 
difte innuendo) fuerunt | Vicecomites Civi 
'tatis' * Comtatus predifte.. Ad: magnam 
diſturbationem Pacis difti Domini Regis, 
Ad magnum opprobrium Gubernatorum & Git 
bernationis- Civitatis predifta';- necnen 4d 
Scandalum, Opprobrium,  & Defamationem 
prefats Willielmi Prichard AMilitis, & pre- 
farts -Dudley -North &- Petri Rich ,deticb 
modo elefti Vicecomitum Civitatis & Com- 
rtatus preditte, in malum” exemplum onnnn 
altorum confimil Caſu delinquentium, ac cots 


tra Pacem” daith; Domins Regis nunc, Goro- 


nam & Dignittatem ſuam, &C. 


Whereunto 


\VIWTY | 


JM 


(3) 
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Whereunto the Defendant offer £ the. | Whereunto the Defendant offer'd the Pled | 
A 111 Plea ; following,  ..', oy {cu þ 1 þ a9. : Following, c EEE: > 5 


« at ES. 

. Al . TH \ 1 303 LOO e:111RYIC : Ca ITN 
kneh2 177 preditias Benjamings Leech, | Leech, at che 

ads, -1 (Ly, in propria.,perſona ſug; venit| Suit o 4 - 
K08-:-<5 1 


> & defendit vim & injurigm. quan- | Lord 
do, &c. &. amnem Contemprum | King. .;;;, * 


I) & quicquidy Ge. & petit Twas, in; 
cium de. Indittaments Fredifto, path tes (Comcing up 
quod Fyratores pro Domino  Rege/ preditte, (Judgment, of 
qui . Indiftamentum illad facerunt & preſents .cauſe he faith the Jupra 
verunt, adinde Rerorhats.& Imp exnalery j#.|King aforelaid, who, chat 
erupt per quoſdem Dudley North, Armge- | and preſented, were there rel at 
rum; Perrum'Rich Armigerum,tanquanV5-| lmpaunelled.by- one Digdley North Elguire, 
cecomites Givitaris London, quiquidem.Dud- | and ate .Prter Rich ;Elquire, as Sheet 
ley . & -Perrus rempore Pannells &: Retorpa- | the Giry: of er ich. Dudlcy and. 
rus illins. per eos ſic fatti, non fuerunt> nec | \Peter.,at that time. of the; Pannel,: EP 
eorum alter fuit Vicecomites ditte Groitatis | Return thereof. by : them :ſo made, were 
London, ; per quod idem; Indiftamenzam ſic | not, nor either, of them was Sherifls of che 
faltum. &, preſentatum per bujuſmods Fura: | laid City of; Landon, by ; which the. faid In- 
pores ſic. 11s prefertur, Impanneliatos, &-. Res | ditment, fo. made ;and; gre nted: by ; ſuch. 
rornatos.. per Perſonas. tunc non. exiſrentes.| Jurors {o as aforeſaid Impannelled, 4 d;Ro 
Ficecomites Civitatis predilte, vigore 'Sta- | turned, by; Perſons then ugt. being; Sheritts 
tut. in. bujuſmod:' Caſu editi & proviſt -ua- | of * the » City. 5s. force ) oþ1, the 
cum. in Lege exiftic & neljue ffeftuc,& | Statuce in the like Cals.made and. proyi- 
hoc par etns eſt verificare ; unde. Pre He ded, y void in Law and. of .ndne Fee | 
um, de. Indittamento [ilse,, & qnod Judiita-1| and hls he.is ready; to,yerifie; wheteuppn 
mentum illud Caſſetur, &Cc. EY he Prayes. Judgment, of that. Indiftmeny, 
and that” that Indictment might” be *« 4; 4 
ed, Oc. | 


Af 


W. Thompſon. 


| . W. Thompſon. 


Which ſaid Plea being ingrofſed in Parchment, and Signed by William Thompſon of 


the Midale-Temple, Councellor at Law, was on Saturday morning deliver'd into Courr 


by the Defendant, who preſſed thar the Plea might be received, and he and his Bail 
diſmiſſed from further Attendance for that time : Whereunto-it was 'Anfwered, that the 
Court would conſider thereof till the Afrernoon; In the Afrernoon the Defendant 'ar- 
tended with Mr. Thompſon his Councel, and Mr. O:born of the Inner-Temple Councel- 
lor at Law attended for the King ; the Court being Sate, the Plea was read, and then 
Mr. Osborne moved that the Plea ought not to be received, for that it was a new Plea” 


| without a precedent, and that it could not be Tryed or determined there ; that ir 


was a frivolous Plea, and ought not to be received, and fo left it to the Judgment 
of the Bench. Upon which Mr. Thompſon allowed that ſuch a Plea had rarely been 
made uſe of, becauſe the like Caſe had rarely or never happened, but the reaſon 
thereof did juſtifie its Legality, and therefore preſſed that the Plea might be accept- 


' ed; that it never was hitherto denyed to any- man. to, Plead to an Indictment of this 


nature, what he thought fit in his own: Defence, efpecially when he offers the {ame 
under Councels hand ; that this was a ready way to derermine who were legally Sheriffs, 
if the Plea was not good in Law, the Attorney General or the Kings Council might de- 
murr to it; that if the matter alleadged in the Plea was falſe, Ifſue might be taken thereon, 
which might ſoon be Tryed by a Jury ; but if the matter ſhould appear to be true, 
there was. not ſo much as any. colour in Law for thoſe worthy Gentlemen Mr. North 
and Mr. Rich to take upon them to Rerurn Juries ; and cherebih in the behalf of his 
Client, demanded again that the Plea might be received ; the truth or validity there- 
of being not to be determined, till ſome Anſwer ſhould be made thereunto by Re- 
plication or Demurring in Writing. In Anſwer thereunto Mr. Juſtice LZevinz ( being 
the only Judge then preſent ) was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf to this effect : Thar he 


deſired ro ſee the Statute mentioned in the Plea, whereupon it was read, (-viz. ) The 
ti. H7, 


/ 


(4) .. | 

11 H. 4.9. Then Mr. Jaftice Levinz ſpake to this effet : That this Statute wad 

naade to prevent the nomination of Juries to the Sheriffs ; and though ic be thereby 
prbvided that Pannels ſhould be Returned by the 'Sheriffs without denomination of any, 
yet he was of Opinion thar'it could not,extend to the Caſe in hand, ſeeing the wor- 
thy Perſons that attended there, were owned as Sheriffs by Lord Maior, Mr. Recorder, 
id ſeveral Aldermen there preſett,” and that he 'madle no: difference between Sheriffs 
ar fatto ang dr juve, and that theſe perſons being. there {> allowed, he' maſt laok up6n 
theftras' Sheriffs deyare : That a Gaokdelivery had been held, whetein above forty" Prifo- 
ners had been trygd ; and that if this Plea ſhould be allowed, all the proceedings againſt 
them'wonld come'ih queſtion + And then asked 'Mr.-Thompſor, What it all the Felons at an 
AiGzes ſhould inſt 'apoh the like Plea,” muſt allfurther proceedings ſtop, till the Sheriff 
goes homme and fetch his Letters Patenrs ?' Wheteapot!'Mr. pln: why That he thoughc 
1m Hhat-Cile fach'fop conld not | be prevented, the Law being plain, Then Mr. 
Juſtice 'Levirz {aid farther to this effeft, That. he had conſidered of this matter; and 
that In his. Judginent the Plea was a 'frivolons Plea, and ought not to be received ; but 
yet_ he being the” ofily Judge then 'preſenr, he ſhonld adviſe my Lord Maior and the 
yy of the Bench to'take Advice of all the Judges, before an abſolute Determination 
whether the Plea ought to be refuſed” or. not. Upon this Sir Fohn Peak ſaid,” We will 
not receive the 'Plea ; with whom” agreed-Sir Fames Edwards, Sir Fames Smith, Sir 
Thomas Beckford, 'and Sir Robert Fefferies, and the Lord Maior allo; Sir George T, reby 
the 'Recorder ſaid, Thet he was of Opinion with Mr. Juſtice Levinz. Upon this 
Licch was prefſed to Plead Not —_— : which he refuſed, ſaying ſeveral times, He. 
wonld plead no other' Plea than what he had offered. Then the Court gave him half 


an Hours time to adviſe with his Councel,. who withdrew and adviſed accordingly, and 
retarned- wich the fame Reſolution' not to alter his Plea, and tendered his Plea again 
to 'the' Courr, who again rejected it: And, becauſe he would, plead no other Plea, 
(he'being firſt 'asked, Whether he would Sabmit to the Conrt and ask Pardon ; 'and 
refoling {lo to do, having as he apprehended' done no wrong ) was Fined Twenty 
Marks, and committed to Newgate till he ſhould pay the ſame; which was done that 
Night, and Leech thereby diſcharged. x 2048 A 
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